Lesson Plan #_2__
The Tennis Court Oath
Introduction: 
This lesson will cover the Tennis Court Oath.  Students will focus on what the Oath demanded, why people wanted to change the government and how they wanted the change to occur.
Objectives:


Content/Knowledge:

1. Students will be able to (SWBAT) identify what the Tennis Court Oath is.
2. SWBAT explain the purpose of the Tennis Court Oath.

3. SWBAT who wrote the Tennis Court Oath.

Process/Skills:

1. SWBAT read and analyze a primary document.
2. SWBAT discuss the significance of a primary document in history

Values/Dispositions:

1. SWBAT empathize with the rebels who started the French Revolution.
2. SWBAT understand the grievances of the French citizens.
Standards:


State – Illinois Learning Standards

16.A.4a Analyze and report historical events to determine cause and effect relationships.

16.A.4b Compare competing historical interpretations of an event,

16.D.5 Analyze the relationship between an issue in world social history and the related aspects of political, economic and environmental history

National – National Council for the Social Studies Standards

1. Power, Authority and Governance – Political Science

National – National Standards for History

1. NCSS – 2.1.b – enable learners to develop historical comprehension in order that they might reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage, identify the central questions addressed in historical narrative, draw upon data in historical maps, charts, and other graphic organizers and draw upon visual, literacy or musical sources
Syntax – Procedures
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Analytical





    *In any order 

1.  Analytical:

a. Teacher Instructions

1. Begin by accessing prior knowledge.  Do this by tossing a ball around the room.  When a student is holding the ball, he/she may say anything they know about the French Revolution.
2. After several minutes, have students sit down again.  Hand out a copy of an excerpt of the Tennis Court Oath.

3. While the students read the excerpt have them make notes on what the main grievances/changes were that the people of France had.
b. Resource
1. Excerpt from the Tennis Court Oath
c. Student Activity

1. The students will read an excerpt from the Tennis Court Oath.
2. They will list the grievances and changes that the French people would like to make to the government of France.

3. They should consider why the people might want these changes to their government.
2. Creative:

a. Teacher Instructions

1. After the students have finished reading the Tennis Court Oath, assign them to a partner.
2. Give the students the prompt “If the French Revolution was happening today, what would the grievances be?  How would the goals be different?  How would the goals be the same?”

3. Allow the students time to discuss and answer the question.  Ensure that the students can back their thoughts with educated ideas.
b. Resource
1. Prompt worksheet
c. Student Activity

1. Students will work with a partner to discuss and answer the prompt.
2. All of the ideas in the answer to the prompt should have the ability to be backed by educated ideas.
3. Practical:

a. Teacher Instructions

1. Have the students return to their original seats.
2. Divide the students into two groups.  One group will be pro French Revolution.  The other will be anti French Revolution.

3. Allow the students time to discuss the main points of their arguments.

4. Debate whether the French Revolution should/should not.

5. After the debate, assign homework: write one paragraph stating whether or not you believe the French Revolution should have begun.
b. Resource
1. Homework prompt
c. Student Activity

1. Prepare several main points for the debate, as well as questions that can be asked of the other side.
2. Homework: paragraph on whether or not the French Revolution should have begun.
Resources (Source Citations & Bookmarks)

Tennis Court Oath Excerpt
BAILLY: I do not need to tell you in what a grievous situation the Assembly finds itself; I propose that we deliberate on what action to take under such tumultuous circumstances.

M. Mounier offers an opinion, seconded by Messieurs Target, Chapelier, and Barnave; he points out how strange it is that the hall of the Estates General should be occupied by armed men; that no other locale has been offered to the National Assembly; that its president was not forewarned by other means than letters from the Marquis de Brez? and the national representatives by public posters alone; that, finally, they were obliged to meet in the Tennis Court of Old Versailles street, so as not to interrupt their work; that wounded in their rights and heir dignity, warned of the intensity of intrigue and determination with which the king is pushed to disastrous measures, the representatives of the nation bind themselves to the public good and the interests of the fatherland with a solemn oath.

This proposal is approved by unanimous applause.

The Assembly quickly decrees the following:

The National Assembly, considering that it has been called to establish the constitution of the realm, to bring about the regeneration of public order, and to maintain the true principles of monarchy; nothing may prevent it from continuing its deliberations in any place it is forced to establish itself; and, finally,  the National Assembly exists wherever its members are gathered.

Decrees that all members of this assembly immediately take a solemn oath never to separate, and to reassemble wherever circumstances require, until the constitution of the realm is established and fixed upon solid foundations; and that said oath having been sworn, all members and each one individually confirm this unwavering resolution with his signature.

Bailly: I demand that the secretaries and I swear the oath first; which they do immediately according to the following formula:

We swear never to separate ourselves from the National Assembly, and to reassemble wherever circumstances require, until the constitution of the realm is drawn up and fixed upon solid foundations.

All the members swear the same oath between the hands of the president.

http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/tennis_oath.html
In Class Prompt:

If the French Revolution was happening today, what would the grievances be?  How would the goals be different?  How would the goals be the same?
Homework Prompt:

Take a stand!  Should the French start a Revolution?  Why or why not?  Support your side with moral, economic and social reasons.

