Lesson Plan #_5__
Post-Revolution and Reign of Terror
Introduction: 
This lesson will focus on the end of the French Revolution.  The students will study Robespierre and the Reign of Terror.
Objectives:


Content/Knowledge:

1. SWBAT identify Robespierre.
2. SWBAT explain the uses of the guillotine. 

Process/Skills:

1. SWBAT read primary documents.

2. SWBAT interpret art from this era in history.
Values/Dispositions:

1. SWBAT morally debate the Reign of Terror.
Standards:


State – Illinois Learning Standards


16.A.4a Analyze and report historical events to determine cause and effect relationships.


16.A.4b Compare competing historical interpretations of an event,

16.D.5 Analyze the relationship between an issue in world social history and the related aspects of political, economic and environmental history

National – National Council for the Social Studies Standards

1. Power, Authority and Governance – Political Science

National – National Standards for History

1. NCSS – 2.1.b – enable learners to develop historical comprehension in order that they might reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage, identify the central questions addressed in historical narrative, draw upon data in historical maps, charts, and other graphic organizers and draw upon visual, literacy or musical sources
Syntax – Procedures
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1. Engagement:

a. Teacher Instructions

1. Have the students take out a sheet of paper.  They will use this while a movie clip is being shown.
2. Show the clip from Marie Antoinette when she is beheaded.

3. Have the students write the who, what, when, where, why and how of the clip.

4. Explain that Marie Antoinette and Louis XVI were the first of many deaths that occurred during the Reign of Terror.
b. Resource

1. Video clip of Marie Antoinette
c. Student Activity

1. Take notes during the movie clip.  Write down questions if necessary.
2. Exploration:

a. Teacher Instructions

1. Ask if the students have any questions.

2. If there are questions, answer them.  If not, hand out a short biography on Robespierre and Marie-Therese (Marie Antoinette’s daughter).

3. Have the students separate into pairs.  Together they will read both biographies, taking notes on the significant people and events in both Robespierre and Marie-Therese’s lives.
b. Resource

1. Short biographies of Robespierre and Marie-Therese.
c. Student Activity

1. With a partner read the biography of Robespierre.  Take notes on significant events and people in his life.
2. After reading the biography of Robespierre, read the biography of Marie-Therese.  Take notes of significant events and people in her life.

3. Consider how these events and people affected their lives.  How their lives have been different without these people or events?
3. Explanation:

a. Teacher Instructions

1. Give a short prezi on the Reign of Terror. 

b. Resource

1. Prezi
c. Student Activity

1. Take notes during Prezi.
4. Elaboration:

a. Teacher Instructions

1. Divide the class in half.  One half will take the side of Marie-Therese in explaining why the Reign of Terror was not beneficial to society.  The other half will take the side of Robespierre and explain why the Reign of Terror was beneficial to society.
2. Allow the students to debate.  Do not step in unless to mediate or play devil’s advocate.
b. Student Activity

1. Take several moments to discuss with your group how you will defend your side and attack the other side.
2. Actively participate in the debate.
5. Evaluation:

a. Teacher Instructions

1. When the debate ends return the students to their seats.
2. Assign the students their homework.

3. Write a short paragraph explaining the Reign of Terror from either the point of view of Robespierre or Marie-Therese.
b. Resource

1. Homework prompt
c. Student Activity

1. Write a paragraph describing the Reign of Terror from either Robespierre or Marie-Therese’s point of view for homework.
Resources (Source Citations & Bookmarks)
Link to Video Clip of Marie Antoinette:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WjsqVwWyrI
Biography of Robespierre:
Maximilien de Robespierre was the leading voice of the government that ruled France during the French Revolution. He was largely responsible for the Reign of Terror, in which thousands of suspected French traitors were executed.

Early life
Maximilien François Marie Isidore de Robespierre was born on May 6, 1758, in Arras, France. His mother died when he was only six and his father, a lawyer, abandoned the family soon afterward. Robespierre received a law degree from the Collège Louis-le-Grand in Paris, France, and practiced law in Arras. He began to assume a public role as a voice calling for political change and wrote articles detailing his opinions. At age thirty he was elected to the Estates General, the French legislature.

Role in early revolution
During the first period of the French Revolution (1789–91), in which the Estates General became the National Assembly, Robespierre made many speeches. His ideas were seen as extreme: his belief in civil liberty and equality, his refusal to compromise, and his anger toward all authority won him little
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Maximilien de Robespierre. 
Courtesy of the
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support in the legislature. He favored giving the vote to all men, not just property owners, and he opposed slavery in the colonies. Robespierre was more popular at meetings of a Paris club called the Jacobins, whose members admired him and referred to him as "the Incorruptible" because of his honesty and firm sense of right and wrong.

When Robespierre's term as a legislator ended in September 1791, Robespierre remained in Paris, spending time at the Jacobins and publishing a weekly political journal. During this period he was a critic of King Louis XVI (1754–1793) and those who supported a limited, constitutional monarchy (rule by a single person). Robespierre, deeply suspicious of the king, spoke and wrote in opposition to the course of events until August 1792, when the monarchy was overthrown and the First French Republic was established.

Period in power
A group of representatives was quickly elected to draft a constitution and to govern the country in the meantime, and Robespierre was elected to attend. As a spokesman for the Jacobins in the National Convention, he was a harsh critic of the king, who was finally placed on trial, convicted, and executed in January 1793. In the months that followed Robespierre turned his anger on a group of moderates (those who prefer less abrupt change) called the Girondins, leading the effort to have their members removed from the convention, arrested, and executed.

In July 1793 Robespierre was elected to the Committee of Public Safety, which acted to protect the republic during the dual problems of foreign war (most of Europe was fighting against the Revolutionary government in France) and civil war (which threatened to bring down that government). It executed people who were suspected of supporting the king or making plans to take over the government. Thousands were put to death with a quick trial or no trial at all. This became known as the Reign of Terror.

Robespierre faced increased opposition on both sides. Included among these were the Hébertists, a group that controlled the Paris city government and was upset with wartime shortages and increased prices, and the Indulgents, moderate Jacobins who felt that the Reign of Terror should be relaxed since the war had ended. Robespierre had leaders of both groups rounded up and executed, including Georges Jacques Danton (1759–1794), who had once been a close associate of his. Robespierre and his supporters claimed that they wanted to create a Republic of Virtue in which citizens would live honest, moral lives and serve the community.

Downfall and execution
Opposition to Robespierre continued to grow. More and more of the public, now that the military crisis was over, wanted a relaxation, not an increase, of the terror. In July 1794 Robespierre spoke for the need of the Committee of Public Safety to continue its activities. His opponents took a stand against him and on July 27 they voted for his arrest. He and his followers were quickly released, however, and they gathered to plan a rising of their own. But the opposition leaders rallied their forces; Robespierre and his supporters were captured that night and executed the next day. The period of the Thermidorian Reaction, during which the Terror was ended and France returned to a more moderate government, began with the deaths of Robespierre and his supporters.
http://www.notablebiographies.com/Pu-Ro/Robespierre-Maximilien-de.html#b#ixzz2DBRfsxzG
Biography of Marie-Therese:

Madame Royale

ELDEST DAUGHTER OF LOUIS XVI (1778-1851)
Born in Versailles, Marie-Thérèse Charlotte de France, called “Madame Royale”, was the first child of Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette. After spending her childhood in the court, she was the only one of the royal children to survive the French Revolution. Condemned by the revolutionaries and then sent into exile, the heiress to the throne, who became Dauphine de France in 1824, remained attached to the monarchy until the end of her life.

Madame Royale, or “Mousseline” as her mother Marie-Antoinette called her, was baptised on the day of her birth in 1778 in the chapel of the Château de Versailles. Several years later, in 1793, her parents were guillotined by the Revolutionaries. Marie-Thérèse Charlotte was not executed but imprisoned. During her adolescence, she learned in her cell of the death of her aunt, Madame Elisabeth, the king’s sister, as well as that of her brother Louis. In 1795 the Austrian army secured her release. The orphan princess lived thereafter in Vienna at the court of the emperor Francis II.  In 1799 she travelled to Latvia to marry her cousin Louis Antoine d’Artois, son of the future Charles X, brother of Louis XVI, and thus became duchesse d’Angoulême. Her return to France was finally made possible in 1814 when the monarchy was restored. Louis XVIII, brother of Louis XVI, ascended the throne. In 1824, on his death, his younger brother succeeded him as Charles X. Louis Antoine d’Artois was then declared the Dauphin and Madame Royale became Dauphine de France, after her long years of exile.  But her respite was short-lived. The Revolution of 1830 inaugurated the July Monarchy and it was the Orléans branch that took the reins of power with Louis-Philippe as king. The duchesse d’Angoulême, a legitimist, once more went into exile beyond the kingdom’s frontiers. On the death of Charles X in 1836, she became “Queen of France and Navarre” for the clan of legitimists who contested the reign of Louis-Philippe.  In 1851, two months before the coup d’état of the President of the Second Republic Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte, the future Napoléon III, the duchesse d’Angoulême died near Vienna, she who had ardently defended the monarchy against Napoléon Bonaparte in 1815.
http://en.chateauversailles.fr/history/court-people/louis-xvi-time/madame-royale
Link to Prezi on Reign of Terror:

Homework Prompt:

Write a paragraph from the point of view of Marie-Therese or Robespierre.  How would they have viewed the Reign of Terror?  What was their role in the Reign of Terror?

